TO THE PEOPLE OF CANADA

A MESSAGE BROADCAST IN CONNECTION WITH THE

LAUNCHING OF CANADA'S 1941 VICTORY LOAN

JUNE 2, 1941

May 30.   Big Allied withdrawals in Crete, and the situation described,
as " delicate and serious"

Rashid Ali> Iraqi usurper, fled as British troops closed
in on Bagdad,
May 31.   Iraqi rebels asked for an Armistice.

Darlan made a violent anti-British speech.

June I.     Clothes and footwear rationed, each person being allowed 66
coupons a year.

War Office revealed that 15,000 British troops had been
evacuated from Crete and that our losses were " severe"

New Constitutional government set up in Iraq.
June 2.   Hitler and Mussolini had a jive-hour conference  in the
Brenner Pass.

\June 2, 1941.
I AM glad to have an opportunity of speaking again to the people
JL of Canada, Your comradeship in this mortal struggle cheers
and fortifies the people of these islands. To Nazi tyrants and
gangsters it must seem strange that Canada, free from all com-
pulsion or pressure, so many thousands of miles away, should hasten
forward into the van of the battle against the evil forces of the
world. These wicked men cannot understand the deep currents
of loyalty and tradition that flow between the different self-governing
nations of the British Empire. The people of Great Britain are
proud of the fact that the liberty of thought and action they have
won in the course of their long, romantic history should have taken
root throughout the length and breadth of a vast continent, from
Halifax to Victoria.
But the Canadians are the heirs of another tradition: the true
tradition of France, a tradition of valour and faith which they keep
alive in these dark days and which we are confident will in the end
bring back again to life France itself*
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